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I always liked cosmic heroes. 

Jack Kirby’s Silver Surfer. Moebius’ Silver Surfer. Ron Lim’s Silver Surfer. A lot of 
Silver Surfers. Jim Starlin’s ever-ongoing Captain Marvel/Warlock/Thanos saga. 
Eternals. New Gods. Gødland. Gods, gods, gods. To an extent Valerian. To another 
extent Garden of Aedena. The list goes on. And it is very long. This is not even listing 
the other sources — Frank Herbert’s Dune, Deltron’s 3030, George Lucas’ only three 
Star Wars movies that have not been edited at all since the 1980s.

It’s a sub-genre of a sub-genre somewhere on the Bifröst bridge connecting science 
fiction and superheroes. Allowing for impossible adventures unlike anything 
Earthbound, where the threats come from invaders far beyond the world we know, 
the galaxies our favorite heroes made home. Modern mythologies for planets we 
will never know.

When the opportunity to bring back Robert Kirkman and EJ Su’s Tech Jacket came 
along with collaborator and artist Khary Randolph, I saw an opportunity to finally 
scratch the long-percolating itch to get my cosmic on, with a character I’ve long 
admired and saw huge potential in. My favorite of the cosmic comics always draws 
the reader into these worlds by making far-flung realities seem like they took place 
in the backyard, with protagonists you could hang out with, trapped in worlds so 
foreign to what we know. 

This is very much the book we’re seeing now. The Tech Jacket’s bearer is Zack 
Thompson, a guy who barely scraped through formal education. Through 
circumstances he could never see coming, he was bestowed with the universe’s 
most powerful weapon, earning him the title of Earth’s own Space Guardian and 
a girlfriend who’s royalty in a galaxy far, far away. He monitors nearby planets 
from a satellite with his own father, keeping this a family affair. He’s the cosmic 
everyman. The Silver Surfer you could have a beer with.

If you’ve never read his adventures before, you’re set. You can start right 
here. If you want to know more, there’s a whole trade paperback 
worth of stories, available with a printed, bound spine or a bunch 
of pixels, much like this very mini-series. If you’ve never read 
cosmic comics before, I’m honored you’re starting here. If you 
have, I hope you enjoy our take on the genre and where we go 
from here — so many worlds away.

Joe Keatinge

Send letters to:
techjacket@skybound.com
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What will an aging hero risk
to rebuild his former team?

JANUARY
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